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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to diagnose the process of religious identity formation
in the first secondary schools of Hormozgan. Qualitative research method and data
analysis method was inductive with coding system. The research community included
785 religious teachers in Hormozgan province and the research sample included 15
religious teachers. The findings of the research show that 13 key categories include
the low level of efficiency and lack of practical commitment of those in charge of
teaching religious concepts to comply with religious guidelines, inattention to those in
charge of religious education, anti-religious propaganda in society, prioritizing
material issues and the low level of media literacy in society. Inattention to religious
issues, lack of supervision and content in religious education, inconsistency in matters
related to religious education, budget problems and the lack of suitable religious
models and financial problems of students' families are the causes of damage to the
process of religious identity formation Also, 14 key categories include the
development of media literacy and the development and production of high quality
religious content, improving the atmosphere of religious education, coordinating the
trustees and practitioners of religious education, paying attention to the role model
and practical commitment, improving the supervisory system and empowering and
using efficient educators, developing religious knowledge and Practical and
theoretical guidance of learners, involving parents and students in teaching religious
concepts, using new methods and solving budget problems and developing incentive
factors are the solutions to improve the process of religious identity formation. The
level of knowledge and awareness of religious education teachers and trainers, as well
as students' families, holding workshops and webinars and preparing appropriate
educational content fundamentally and based on the needs and doubts of the day,
should be strengthened, so that they can find the ability to persuade and resolve the
doubts of students.
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Introduction

Identity is a multi-dimensional concept; its definition is difficult for reasons such as being raised
in a wide range of scientific disciplines, from philosophy to political science, and it is not
included in many common measurement methods. According to Erikson, the prominent theorist
and researcher, identity is a completely comprehensive but ambiguous concept. The haunting
inescapability of identity is well explained by the famous social theorist Leon Wieseltier. He
emphasizes the point that if we want to oppose this concept, we cannot escape from it
(Wieseltier, 1994). There is a little concepts like to identity that has multiple meanings. Trying to
define identity has been considered similar to trying to name the color of the wind; everyone who
is asked will give a different answer (Paranjpe, 2010). The existence of synonymous or close and
related concepts for identity, such as the active self, the passive self, self-understanding and self-
awareness, self-image, ego and personality may also originate from this issue that identity is
favored by several scientific fields, including philosophy, psychology, sociology, political
science, history, and literature, so it seems that everyone has something to say about it (Mohseni
& Doran, 1993).

The necessity of discussing identity is that having a definition of oneself is the first step, not only
in playing a role, but also one of the prerequisites of being human. Since the beginning of his
appearance on the earth, man has constantly asked who and what he is. The study of history
regarding past human experiences and cultural and sociological studies implies a general
principle; If the assignment of the category of identity is known among a group or a nation and a
general theoretical consensus is reached, first of all, each person will feel confident, and
secondly, the society and the group, in general, will see its direction and goal clearly (Rajaei,
2006).

Strengthening religious and national identities in students is considered one of the most basic
issues of education and upbringing, as one of the most important agents of social acceptance and
reproduction of general social solidarity. By internalizing values and introducing students to the
principles governing society and the political system, the educational system plays a significant
role in increasing people's interest and attachment to them. For this reason, internalizing the

values and norms of the political system and spreading them to each individual is considered one
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of the most important tasks of the education system, and any kind of disruption in doing so will
have unpleasant results. In the Fundamental Reform Document of Education (FRDE) of Iran,
one of the main ways to achieve this goal is to create a mechanism to strengthen social cohesion
and national unity and revive the proud Islamic-lranian identity in students and teachers.
Therefore, the school has an undeniable role in the development and promotion of students'
religious and national ties, and any failure and challenge in this regard will be harmful to the
process of Islamic-Iranian identification of students.

Formal education, as one of the main factors in the formation of students' identity, plays a
fundamental role, and according to the care that the educational system defines for its ideal
citizen, it tries to create its desired identity for people (Shamshiri, 2008).

In the Iranian educational system, one of the priorities that have been addressed especially since
the constitutional period is the issue of religious identity, so that in the national curriculum
document, the word identity is mentioned more than 47 times, especially religious identity and
national identity has been used, which shows the importance of the issue of developing the
Islamic-Iranian identity of learners by those involved in the education system, from the high
decision-making levels to the executive and classroom levels. It is stated in this document that
this program, by providing diverse and comprehensive educational opportunities, aims to help
learners to continuously develop and improve their identity to reach a level of good life.
However, from the point of view of education, a basic question in the current state of our society
and the world society in general can be asked, what challenges and damages in the functioning of
the official education system cause the process of religious identification of learners, even
though it is intended by the education system even though it becomes a vast planning, it does not
go through the desired process and we are faced with situations of crisis, forgery and pseudo-
identity to a great extent, and what are the obstacles and solutions for education in creating these
inappropriate identity situations?

Similar to the national curriculum document, in the text of the FRDE, there are many references
to the issue of Islamic identity. In the text of this document, it is stated that the fundamental
reform in the education system based on the supercilious ideals of the Islamic system should be
focused on the perspective that outlines a developed Iranian with a revolutionary Islamic
identity. Establishing the foundation for the acquisition of basic competencies - with emphasis on

common Islamic and revolutionary characteristics, in line with the continuous development and
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excellence of students' identity in individual, family and social dimensions, should be considered
as a value proposition. Protection of national unity and social cohesion should be done with the
center of common Islamic identity. The official public education system should be able to create
the ground for the flourishing of nature and talents and the formation of a unified Islamic identity
of students.
Pathology means diagnosis of the causes of damage to a specific system (case of study). By
analyzing this information and according to the goals of the organization, pathologists become
aware of the causes of injury through existing logical relationships and those relationships that
should be established (Pidayi & Nouri, 2011). In this article, authors mean by the concept of the
damage of the religious identification processes of the learner in the formal and public education
system, to identify the damage caused to the education system in the dimension of religious
identification to the learners. Based on it, in this paper, we are looking to analyze the pathology
of the religious identity formation process in the first secondary schools. Therefore, the
objectives of the research are:
- Examining the harms of the religious identity formation process in the first secondary
schools of Hormozgan province
- Providing solutions to improve the process of religious identity formation in the first
secondary schools of Hormozgan province
Based on the above objectives, the research questions are:
- What are the harms of the religious identity formation process in the first secondary
schools of Hormozgan province?
- What are the ways to improve the process of religious identity formation in the first
secondary schools of Hormozgan province?
In the field of religious identity, many researches have been done, and we mention some of these
studies as follow. Najafi et al. (2021) in a research entitled designing a curriculum model of
religious identity in the first year of secondary school came to the conclusion that religious
identity is the objectified Islamic culture in human existence, and if we want to design a
curriculum model for it, its goals include three types of insights (knowing the circle of existence
and creator, knowing the destination and ultimately, knowing the way and leaders of life,
knowing oneself), tendency and action, and the content is a function of interwoven/spiral

organization. In addition, "paying attention to the signs of God's Lordship in the horizons and
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systems of the universe, inviting self-reflection, explanation, reasoning and protest, interrogation,
observation, allegory, reminder and teacher action™ are among the teaching-learning methods
emphasized in this model.. The general approach of evaluation is also a "process" that takes into
account the religious requirements and a special look at the student's intention, effort, as well as
taking advantage of the three sides of the teacher, student, and parents, and identifies possible
deficiencies and is more in the service of learning.

Mirbaluch Zehi (2018) in a research entitled providing practical solutions to strengthen the
Islamic-Iranian identity of children in preschool centers concluded that the preschool period is
one of the most important periods of life due to the role it plays in the formation of the
personality and identity of each person. Considering the importance of this period, it is necessary
to provide the ground for the growth and upbringing of the child by investing more in the
preschool stage and also by providing a suitable environment. In order to strengthen and elevate
the national identity of the new students in an Iranian-Islamic format, very simple and indirect
solutions should be used, or in other words, inconspicuous ways, speaking directly about national
identity will be incomprehensible and useless for this age group.

Rastgo et al. (2017) in a research entitled "Investigation of effective factors in strengthening and
promoting the religious identity of first year high school students" showed that the level of
parental literacy has a significant relationship with promoting and strengthening the religious
identity of students.

Rawat and Gulati (2019) in examining the effect of religion on the psychosocial identity of
women stated that religion and attachment to God are related to significant aspects of individual
emotion and personality. They found that religious attachment promoted better mental health and
discovered that such attachment was associated with feelings of loneliness and homesickness
among women.

Wodak (2012) states that religious education is a part of the identity and personality development
of children and adolescents that creates religious connections and religious experiences in them,
and cognitive, emotional, emotional and voluntary aspects play a role in this process.

Francis et al. (2004) in an article "To be modern or middle: young South Asian Muslims living in
Britain and the multiple influences on their identity" with the aim of finding out the effects of
Islamic and British aspects on their identity, using the field approach; They came to the

conclusion that a set of individual tendencies (habits), which originated from an Islamic family
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with an Islamic field in Asia, has changed in contact with the Western field, which is governed
by a different values, which can lead to metamorphoses in their identity. In another part of the
results, based on the qualitative results of 25 semi-structured interviews with the statistical
population of the research, it was determined that the interactions in the fields of identity and
Islamic identity of people were very different from each other. The general results of the research
were that although the society and the environment that governs it influence some aspects of the
individual's identity, people with Islamic identity are less prone to identity transformations in this
field.

Material and Methods

This research was done with a qualitative method. The research plan is an emergent plan;
because the components have been determined during the research. The research community
included 785 experts and religious teachers of the first secondary school of Hormozgan province.
15 people (8 women, 7 men) using purposeful sampling (provincial sample teachers introduced
by the governors and professors of education in the province) and observing the principle of
saturation (the researcher reached saturation after fifteen interviews) and maximum diversity
(gender and years input) were selected as a research sample. The data analysis approach was a
descriptive-interpretive approach. This approach requires some interpretation and prior to that,
information selection. The method of data collection in this research is in-depth interview.
Therefore, the data was collected in the natural environment. In qualitative research, the
researcher plays a role both as a data collector and as an interpreter of the meaning of the data.
The data analysis method in this research is the inductive analysis method based on the coding
system. In the inductive method, the researcher constructs concepts by continuously comparing
data; In this way, after writing the text of the interview with a brief look at the data, the context
of the organization of the data was examined and concepts were constructed, and at the same
time as the concepts were created, open codes extracted from the interview text related to the
research topic were extracted from the text of the interviews in the open coding method and the
related codes were extracted. Each point is specified. In the next step, by putting together the
open codes extracted from the interview text and continuously comparing the data, primary
concepts and primary categories were formed at the same time. Then, using the axial coding
method, the central categories are identified. In the final stage, the researcher uses the selected

coding method to extract the main categories and conceptualize.
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In this research, in order to validate the research, the audit trail method has been used. In the
audit trail method, the researcher records the route that he traveled during the research in order
and time order (Lincoln & Guba, 1986). In order to increase the validity of the research, the
interview questions and the components resulting from the analysis and review of the interviews,
after applying the opinion of five experts and experts in the field of religious identity in the
country, using the Delphi method, summarization and necessary corrections were made. In order
to verify the reliability and validity of the findings and results of the writing, the coefficient of
agreement of the graders was made for the obtained components. Also, the results of the research
were presented to the participants (interviewees) in the research and by asking about the

accuracy of the findings, reliability and believability of the findings were obtained.

Results
In response to the first question of the research regarding the harms of the religious identity

formation process, the table 1 (appendix 1) was obtained by analyzing the text of the interviews,
after three stages of coding. Each of the following columns results from a coding step.

The data in the table 1 shows that 34 code concepts and 13 key categories include the low level
of efficiency of the trustees in teaching religious concepts, lack of practical commitment of the
trustees of religious concepts to comply with religious guidelines, neglect of the trustees of
religious education, anti-religious propaganda in the society, priority finding material issues in
society, low level of media literacy in society, neglecting religious issues at various levels, weak
supervision in the field of religious education, weak content in religious education, inconsistency
in matters related to religious education, budget problems in religious education , the lack of
suitable religious models and the financial problems of students' families cause damage to the
process of religious identity formation. The three components of the low level of efficiency of
the trustees in teaching religious concepts, lack of practical commitment of the trustees of
teaching religious concepts to comply with religious guidelines, and anti-religious propaganda in
the society have the most prominent among them, and other categories are placed in the next
levels of importance.

In response to the second question of the research regarding the ways to improve the religious
identity formation process, table 2 (appendix 2) was obtained after the three stages of coding by

analyzing the text of the interviews. Each of the following columns results from a coding step.
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The data in the table 2 shows that 38 code concepts and 14 key categories include the
development of media literacy in the field of religion, the development and production of
religious content, the improvement of the atmosphere of religious education, the coordination of
the trustees and practitioners of religious education, attention to the role model in religious
education, practical commitment to religious education, improving the monitoring system in
religious education, empowering and using efficient instructors in teaching religious concepts,
developing religious knowledge at the general level, guiding learners in practical and theoretical
ways towards religious themes, involving parents and students in education of religious concepts,
using new methods in teaching religious concepts, solving budget problems in religious
education and developing motivational factors in teaching religious concepts are solutions to
improve the process of religious identity formation. In the meantime, the five components of
developing and producing excellent religious content, improving the atmosphere of religious
education, practical commitment to religious education, empowering and using efficient
instructors in teaching religious concepts, developing religious knowledge at the general level,
and guiding learners in practical and theoretical ways towards religious themes have the highest
frequency and other components are placed in the next priorities.

Discussion

In this research, based on the objectives, we sought to answer two basic questions, and finally,
regarding the first question, 34 basic concept codes and 13 key categories were counted, and
regarding the second question, 38 basic concept codes and 14 key categories were counted.

In explaining the findings of the first question of the research, it should be said that the category
of the low level of efficiency of the trustees in teaching religious concepts means that first of all,
the level of knowledge and awareness of many religious education teachers and trainers is low in
such a way that the ability to persuade and resolve the doubts of knowledge, they don't have the
teachers and sometimes they themselves have doubts that they haven't received the answer to.
Even in some cases, students are ahead of their teachers due to the developed virtual information,
which indicates that our religious teachers are not aware of the religious issues of the day and
how to respond to them in some cases. On the other hand, it can be seen that teachers use less
interactive teaching methods and do not have the ability to present materials in a language that

students can understand, and they only quote religious topics in a traditional way. In the
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meantime, families have acted weakly and do not have the necessary knowledge to answer their
children's doubts, and they are basically not persistent in some cases.

Also, in the teaching of religious concepts, little attention has been paid to the issues of
developmental psychology and the needs and interests of the learners, and in general, the level of
knowledge of the adult society, which is responsible for the religious education of the younger
generations, is low. In some cases, the trustees of religious education have acted so rigid, one-
sided and unattractive that they have only not strengthened the religious identity of the students,
but have spread religious evasion. The lack of practical commitment of those in charge of
teaching religious concepts to comply with religious guidelines shows that both teachers and
parents, as the two main poles of religious education for the new generation, do not adhere to
religious issues and duties and sometimes it is the opposite in these cases and they have a
negative impact on their audience. The level of job commitment of religious teachers and trainers
is also low and they are only limited to presenting materials during the official classroom time
and do not follow up on the religious affairs of their students. The category of neglecting the
guardians of religious education indicates that the social status of religious teachers as the main
models of religious education and promotion in the society is low and sometimes they are
helpless in their livelihood and there is no motivational factor in the direction of developing the
range of extracurricular religious activities for them.

The component of anti-religious propaganda in the society shows that the penetration of secular
and material Western cultures on one hand, especially in the families, and strong anti-religious
propaganda and promotion of materialism and welfare on the other hand threaten the religious
identity of learners. In the meantime, the existence of anti-religious stimuli and virtual channels
centered on the promotion of prostitution and malevolence is also a reason. The priority of
finding material issues in the society and the low level of media literacy in the society have
added to the challenges of religious identification of secondary school students. The meaning of
the component of neglecting religious issues at different levels is that both the family, the school,
and the subordinate institutions did not attach as much importance to the category of religion and
religiosity as they should, and did not spend enough time and serious determination in this
regard, which unfortunately is a fact Weakness of supervision in the field of religious education
can be seen both from the inspectors and educational groups of schools and the supervision of

official and unofficial media as well as in the selection of teachers and religious trainers. Content
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weakness is seen both in the field of textbooks and religious education media. Also,
inconsistency in matters related to religious education is observed both between the school and
the family, and between the institution of education and other institutions in charge of religious
education, and basically, a huge gap has been created between what is said and what is actually
seen. There are budget problems in religious education both regarding the provision of facilities
and software for religious education and the basic infrastructure of the educational system.
Finally, appropriate religious models are not well and universally introduced at the public level,
and sometimes anti-models are presented to students instead of the expected models of Islamic
lifestyle.

In explaining the findings of the second question, the meaning of the category of developing
media literacy in the field of religion is basically the correct use of mobile phones and other
official and unofficial media and virtual channels in the form of a suitable media literacy
package for students. Teachers and their families should be trained. The category of developing
and producing high-quality religious content is indicative of the fact that, first of all, the content
of religious books should be reviewed and rewritten based on the needs, interests and religious
challenges of the present age and the doubts that are in the minds of the new generation, because
the current generation speaks with the language of indoctrination and one-sided speech. It
definitely leads to failure, and the content should be fundamentally self-challenging and involve
students' thinking and make them research and investigate religious issues. Also, attractive and
high-quality media and software should be prepared to introduce religious topics, and game
formats and interesting and innovative clips should be used as much as possible. In addition, the
need to produce excellent religious content in the form of poems and stories, films and audio
files, etc., so that it is attractive, good-looking and understandable for the new generation, and in
other words, prepared in the language of the new generation, seems absolutely necessary.

The component of improving the atmosphere of religious education shows that, in addition to
beautifying the classroom atmosphere of religious lessons and providing attractive facilities in
the format of multi-sensory media such as PowerPoint and clips, attractive methods have been
used in the form of an intimate, mutual and friendly relationship, and the materials in a way be
attractive to learners. The coordination component of the trustees and those involved in religious
education shows that the existence of companionship and empathy between the school and

family and other subordinate and responsible institutions in the field of religious education is
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absolutely necessary, so that if this coordination does not exist, it will lead to the phenomenon of
identity crisis in the learners. The category of paying attention to the role model in religious
education shows that in the first step, suitable religious and religious models in different Islamic
eras were identified and introduced, in the next stage, the current models of the society were
identified, while nurturing them, they were introduced to the new generation, and on the other
hand anti-models should also be identified and introduced to the learners with sufficient
reasoning, which requires a strong political, social and cultural flow analysis as well as a precise
antagonism on the part of the guardians of religious education.

Practical commitment to religious education by all those in charge of religious education, from
the family to the teacher, coach, clergy, etc., is a key factor in improving the process of religious
identification in learners. Improving the monitoring system in religious education, especially on
mass media, empowering and using efficient instructors in teaching religious concepts, including
careful selection, employing and empowering faithful and faithful forces that are basically a
practical model for learners, are key components and it is considered in the process of religious
identification of learners.

The component of practical and theoretical guidance of learners towards religious themes is
indicative of the fact that, in addition to awakening the God-seeking nature of learners and
identifying their inner capacities and interests and pushing these tendencies towards expressing
their own religious behaviors and attitudes, the context for students to attend ceremonies and
religious meetings and visits are provided and religious symbols are introduced to them. Using
the participation and capacity of parents and students in teaching religious concepts, using new
methods in teaching religious concepts along with solving budget problems in the infrastructure
sector and in the livelihood of religious teachers, and developing motivational factors in teaching
religious concepts for students and teachers are considered as the other influential factors in
improving the religious identification process of learners.

Regarding the first question of the research, it is suggested that the level of knowledge and
awareness of religious education teachers and trainers, as well as students' families, should be
strengthened by holding workshops and webinars and preparing appropriate educational content
in a basic manner based on the needs and doubts of the day to find the ability to persuade and
clear the doubts of students. Religious teachers should use more interactive teaching methods

and establish a close relationship with students. It is necessary that both teachers and parents, as
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the two poles of teaching religion to the new generation, adhere to religious issues and duties. It
is important to provide motivational factors in order to develop the scope of religious
extracurricular activities for teachers. The family, the school and the related institutions should
give importance to religion and religiosity and spend enough time and serious determination in
this regard. Supervision in the field of religious education should be strengthened both by school
inspectors and educational groups, as well as supervision of official and unofficial media, as well
as in the selection of teachers and religious trainers. Both in the field of textbooks and religious
education media, it is necessary to strengthen the written and digital content. Coordination in
matters related to religious education should be established between the school and the family,
and between the institution of education and other institutions in charge of religious education.
Budgetary problems in religious education in all areas must be resolved. Also, appropriate
religious models should be introduced well and in a general way and sometimes anti-models to
students instead of the expected models of Islamic lifestyle are in front of our students.

In relation to the second research question, students, teachers and their families should be taught
how to use mobile phones correctly. The content of religious books should be reviewed and
rewritten based on the needs, interests and religious challenges of the present age and the doubts
in the minds of the new generation. Also, attractive and high-quality media and software should
be prepared to introduce religious topics, and game formats and interesting and innovative clips
should be used as much as possible. In addition, it seems absolutely necessary to prepare
religious content in the form of poems and stories, films and audio files. Attractive methods are
used in the form of an intimate, two-way and friendly relationship, and the materials are
presented to the learners in an attractive way by using modern technology. Companionship and
empathy between school, family and other subordinate and responsible institutions in the field of
religious education is absolutely necessary. In the first step, appropriate religious and religious
models in different Islamic eras are listed and introduced, in the next stage, the current models of
the society are identified, while cultivating them, they are introduced to the new generation, and
on the other hand, anti-models are also identified and introduced to the learners with sufficient
reasoning.

Practical commitment to religious education by all those in charge of religious education from
the family to the teacher and coach, religious knowledge should be presented to students in

attractive and up-to-date formats and internalized in them. This provides the ground for students
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to attend religious ceremonies, meetings and visits is provided and religious symbols are

introduced to them.
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